Words from the Chair…

General Conference 2008 left me in an oxymoronic state—tired but overwhelmingly pleased with the outcomes of the hard work the monitoring team accomplished under the leadership of Rev. Dr. John Corry with:

· Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century being renewed for a 4th quadrennium, 
· The continuation of the Ministerial Education Fund in its current formula, 
· Continuation of the Black College Fund, 

· Continued support of Africa University and finally,
· African American Methodist Heritage Center being granted funding for staff and administrative matters to move the vision forward 
The dissolution of the Central Jurisdiction report on Sunday morning April 27, 2008 brought swift and stunned reactions to Black people across the Church, especially those who were there in 1968 circling the Convention Center in Dallas; this was not mention or included in the presentation given.  
As the current chair of the Board of Directors, I respectfully give honor and praise to the first elected Board of Directors and its chairman, Rev. Dr. James Lawson who was present at the 2008 General Conference. Forty-one years later this work has not gotten any easier and racism— as reported many times during the proceedings of General Conference—continues to be a dividing force in the church today.  
The current mission of BMCR is “to raise up prophetic and spiritual leaders who will be advocates for the unique needs of black people in The United Methodist Church” and our quadrennial theme “Achieving Excellence in Ministry” will focus on leadership and telling the story through our annual meetings, Youth Harambee, the David White Laity Academies and the Bishop Melvin G. Talbert Leadership Institute. These efforts will insure that, from generation to generation, the story of Black people is never forgotten and that our present and future in this Church is filled with hope. 
From the document, Findings of Black Methodists for Church Renewal, Dr. Earnest A. Smith stated, “From this day forward our dedication must be deep, our commitment sure and our action certain.  God’s work and way are contemporary in every age.  There is no waiting for tomorrow—it is blasphemous to shunt the expectations from our time to another—it is cowardly and without faith to cry that the situation will adjust itself.  Our time under God is Now!” 
In addition, Angela Brown from Cal/Pac Annual Conference was elected to the Judicial Council and Judge Jon Gray became the vice-chairperson of the Judicial Council, making three African American members on that council, with Rev. Dennis Blackwell continuing for another four years.  Rev. Joe May of the Mississippi Annual Conference and Ms. Mary Daffin of the Texas Annual Conference will serve as alternates for 2009-2012.

Elected to the University Senate for 2009-2012, Dr. David L. Beckley, President of Rust College, Holly Springs, Miss.
The AFRICANA Dinner honoring our retired Ebony/African Bishop was a resounding success in worshipping God and praising his name as the participants danced around the ballroom. (See story below.)
Finally, I give thanks and praised to the Inter-Ethnic Strategy Development Group because BMCR could not have done its work in isolation and vice versa. Praise his name for the continuation of the all the Racial/Ethnic plans and the approval to study Pacific Islanders within the United Methodist Church.

Let’s keep HOPE alive!

 Black—Celebrating and Honoring Our Diversity   

For more information on the Findings document, please contact the BMCR office. 
